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steve Trevifio's Alta Vista home is almast a century old but has belonged to just two families, cattle baroness Emma Shiner and then Trevifio®s parents Everything in the living room is original and intact, Tre-
vifio says, including original light fixtures. An oil painting, ‘Boots & Babes' by artist Jill Pankey, is from an Austin gallery and gives a brighter feel to the room.



TAKING IT BACK

- Owner carefully restores home’s original materials

By CHRISE MURNDN
SFECIAL TC THE EXPRESS-WEWS

eaforing his family's Alta Vista

home has been a labor of love for

Steve Trevifoe He recently com:

pletel  painting  the  upstairs

porch, the final project in a thres
year renovation of the two-story brick house
that was budlt for a cattle baroness nearly a
century ago.

*It's something I wanted to do my entine
life,” Trevifio savs. “T saw the potential of
the howse, It was always decorated nicely
but a5 my mom got older and was living
here alone, she wasn't able to keep up the
house, It was way oo much house for heg”

Tha Trevitio family becarme the secand
owners of the house in 1885 “My mom
didn’t wank this howse; she wanted a Tador
mansion that she saw elsewhere that had a
bowling alley in the basement. She always

told the story that she slept on the couch and
cried for two weeks becanze she did not want
bo move into this house," Trevifio says, noting
the irony that his maother, Sovla, alwaes hated
the hopss bt spent the rest of her life in it

Az his mother was unahle to keep up with
maintenance, Trevito stepped In b0 owverses
the work. “The day that they (workers)
showl up 1o do the general contracting work
for maintenance she fell il and never moved
hack home.

renovation firorm a madnbe
naned pooject to a refiar-
bigh. The house was ac-
tually wvacant for thoee
years, from the time she
fell il and we did all the
ﬁmwm] ad T moved
“The main rooms of the
house were 100 percent intact. Beling the see.
ond owners of the houge, we have all the
original light fistures, which are pretty phe-
nomenal, and all of the original woodwork.
Al of this was untouched,” he sms about
the elaborate woodwork in the entry living
and dining rocms,

The first step in the renovation was rip-
ping out the Kitchen. Trevifio recalls stand-

See ORIGINALMIE

ABOVE: The beadtoard ceiling was restored by Mel
Gutierrez, who stived and continued to work on
the house, Trevifio installed the floor himself,

INSET: The dining room boasts an original stained
glass window,




Original work restored in century-old home
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ing in the gutted kitchen, staring at the ceil-
ing and commenting to a friend, *T wish I
knew somebody who could restore the ceil-
ing.”" At that moment Mel Gutierrez rang the
doorbell.

Gutierrez, finishing a job at a nearby
house, noticed work in progress at the Tre-
vino house and inguired about a job. Trevino
hired him to strip the kitchen's beadboard
ceiling and stain it the original colon

“He did this incredible job. He ended up
being like Murphy Brown's painter From
that point, he never moved out, he was here
for about 16 or 18 months,” Trevino notes.

As Gutierrez completed one task he would
tell Trevino what he could do next. He ended
up hand oiling all the wood in three down-
stairs rooms and went to work on the stair-
case., He stripped upstairs doors, which had
been painted white, and restored them to
their natural ecolor: “So the woodwork is just
amazing in the house. It probably looks as
good as the day she (original owner Emma
Shiner) moved in,” Trevifio says.

Wanting to keep the look of the kitchen a
century old and a glamorous version of the
original, he selected honed granite for the
countertops and 3inch-by-6-inch white ce-
ramic tiles with a crackle finish for wainscot-
ing on the walls.

A designer at Lowe's helped with cabinet
placement along two walls and a narrow
niche in the kitchen that serves as a pantry
The top cabinets in the niche have new
stained glass doors made by artisans at Cav-
allini Co., their design copied from the origi-
nal window in the dining room.

The new floor also has a vintage look. “I
wanted to replicate the hex tile that was on
the front porch because that was original”
he notes. Trevino, a commercial flooring
gales manager, installed the black and white
tiles himself, putting in 10-hour days during a
week of vacation. It took five days of another
vacation to install the tile on the floor of the
back porch.

The kitchen opens to the enclosed back
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Steve Trevifio left the pink ceramic birdcage
that his mother, Soyla, hung years ago.

porch, which used to be the laundry room.
Now it's a casual place to relax, full of light
and plants and a sofa, love seat and rocker

Trevino intended to do all the painting
himself but decided to call in professionals to
save time, “I'm glad I hired a painter because
it took a crew of five guys four weeks to paint
the house,

“This isn't my first choice of house, Arts
and Crafts wouldn't - have been my style, Mrs.
Shiner mixed her styles,” he says, noting the
downstairs is arts and crafts-influenced but
contains art nouveau and Victorian light fix
tures.

“T think the house is so architecturally
strong, that's why it's minimally furnished.
There's just the art on the wall and not a lot
of clutter because it can be dark and gloomy
really quickly” he says.

“Everyvthing in this room is original and

intact,” he says in the living room, furnished
with a couch and a settee arranged around a
glass table displaying a Murano glass bowl,
two chairs and a side table. The original light
fixtures were removed during the renovation,
cleaned, rewired and put back in place,

Trevifio says the oil painting above the
fireplace, “Boots & Babes” by artist Jill Pan-
key, brightens the mood of the house. He
spotted the painting, of five women wearing
colorful boots and laughing, while in an Aus-
tin gallery

His very first piece of art was also found in
Austin. The etched glass from a shower door
in New York is framed and hangs in the din-
ing room.

The 19305 Belgian dining room table came
from Houston, when an art deco antigques
dealer was going out of business, “The chairs
are one of my bargain finds, I got them at an
auction.” He stripped them, had them refin-
ished and selected a neutral-colored faux
suede to replace the green Naugahyde.

Because he intended to install new floors
in the main rooms of the house, Trevinio did
not protect the wooden floors during con-
struction. They were scratched, scarred and
missing splinters. Then, he got the name of
craftsman Frank Rohr after seeing floors dur-
ing an open house in the Jefferson area.

When Rohr looked at the battered floors,
he told Trevino, “I can make this the most
beautiful piece u}f furniture In your house,”
The floors glisten, from the vast Elltt'},ftﬂﬂ'iEI
bedrooms upstan"s |

In the entry is a massive mirrored armoire
Trevino found in Houston. The only piece of
firniture original to the house, an ornately
carved wooden chair left behind by Mrs.
Shiner; is angled in a corner below a picture
of Mary and Jesus.

One thing Trevino did not change was the
pink ceramic birdeage his mother hung years
ago at the base of the staircase.

“It has to go there, it's always been there,”
he says, noting it's a tribute to his mother,
who died in March and never got to see the
fabulons restoration of the Alta Vista trea-
Slre,




